From: xxxxxx xxxxx <xxxxxx.xxxxx@paroleboard.gov.uk> 
Sent: 16 June 2022 18:23
To: xxxxxx, xxxxx <xxxxxx.xxxxxxx@justice.gov.uk>
Cc: xxxxxxx xxxxxx <xxxxxxx.xxxxxx@paroleboard.gov.uk>; xxxxx xxxxx <xxxxx.xxxxx@paroleboard.gov.uk>; xxxxxx, xxxxxxx <xxxxxxx.xxxxxx@Justice.gov.uk>; xxxxx, xxxxxx <xxxxxx.xxxxx@justice.gov.uk>; xxxxxx, xxxxxxxx <xxxxxxxxx.xxxxxx@justice.gov.uk>; xxxxx, xxxxxxxxx <xxxxxxxxxx.xxxxx@justice.gov.uk>; xxxxxxx, xxxxxx [NOMS] <xxxxxx.xxxxxxx@justice.gov.uk>
Subject: Re: Parole Board (Amendment) Rules 2022
 
Dear xxxxx 
 
I am grateful for the heads up on this. 
 
It would be extremely helpful to discuss all of this urgently. 
 
I am sorry to cut up rough, but I have to say it is extremely difficult and very disappointing that the Parole Board is the last to hear about important decisions which strike at the very heart of the difficult decisions we are asked to make. It makes our members already difficult job close to impossible...

Best wishes 
 
 
xxxxxx
 
xxxxxx xxxxx
xxxxx xxxxxxxx
Parole Board

From: xxxxxx, xxxxx <xxxxx.xxxxxxx@justice.gov.uk>
Sent: Thursday, June 16, 2022 5:35:52 PM
To: xxxxxx xxxxx <xxxxxx.xxxxx@paroleboard.gov.uk>
Cc: xxxxxx xxxxx <xxxxxxx.xxxxxx@paroleboard.gov.uk>; xxxxx xxxxx <xxxxx.xxxxx@paroleboard.gov.uk>; xxxxxx, xxxxxxx <xxxxxxx.xxxxxx@Justice.gov.uk>; xxxxx, xxxxx <xxxxxx.xxxxx@justice.gov.uk>; xxxxxx, xxxxxxxx <xxxxxxxx.xxxxxx@justice.gov.uk>; xxxxx, xxxxxxxxx <xxxxxxxxx.xxxxx@justice.gov.uk>; xxxxxx .xxxxxxx <xxxxxx.xxxxxxx@justice.gov.uk>
Subject: Parole Board (Amendment) Rules 2022 
 
[bookmark: x_x__Hlk5789491]xxxxxx, 
 
I am writing to share the near-final version of the Parole Board (Amendment) Rules 2022 which was agreed by the DPM yesterday. We now expect to lay the SI on 30 June and it will come into force on 21 July. 
 
We have shared earlier versions of the draft with xxxx and are grateful for his help in agreeing the wording for many of the changes. However, there are two further policy changes present in this final version of the Rules which I wanted to bring to your attention: 
 
Single SoS views 
As mentioned briefly in our policy catch-up last week, we are making changes around recommendations for suitability for release or moves to open conditions. We have removed the requirement that HMPPS witnesses must offer a view so that in all cases, reports from HMPPS will still provide factual risk assessment but they will no longer contain the report author’s personal recommendation about the prisoner’s suitability for release or open conditions. 
 
In the most serious or high-profile cases, the SoS may choose to provide the panel with a single SoS view which takes account of all the evidence. Where a single view is provided, we expect the SoS will be represented at the hearing by either an SoS Representative or Counsel. 
 
This is intended to avoid situations where HMPPS witnesses recommend release in cases where we subsequently want to apply for reconsideration, or in future, to use the ministerial power to refuse release. We recognise that it is a significant shift in policy and would welcome a discussion about its implementation if that would be helpful. xxxxxx xxxxxxxx would join the discussion.
 
Reconsideration for IPP licence termination cases
  
The outgoing version of the Rules contained an anomaly whereby licence terminations were not eligible for reconsideration. As you know, we are implementing changes from the PCSC Act that will see all eligible IPP offenders referred to the Board automatically to consider licence termination. Given that change, I know that the Board were apprehensive about the resource implications of also making them eligible for reconsideration at this stage. We put the question to ministers and they have decided that terminations should be eligible for reconsideration therefore that change has also been included in the draft SI. 
 
I realise these two policy changes may be unwelcome news but I wanted to share them with you as early as possible.
 
Regards, 
 
xxxxx
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This e-mail and any attachments is intended only for the attention of the addressee(s). Its unauthorised use, disclosure, storage or copying is not permitted. If you are not the intended recipient, please destroy all copies and inform the sender by return e-mail. Internet e-mail is not a secure medium. Any reply to this message could be intercepted and read by someone else. Please bear that in mind when deciding whether to send material in response to this message by e-mail. This e-mail (whether you are the sender or the recipient) may be monitored, recorded and retained by the Ministry of Justice. Monitoring / blocking software may be used, and e-mail content may be read at any time. You have a responsibility to ensure laws are not broken when composing or forwarding e-mails and their contents. 
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