
 

 
 

Criminal Justice and Courts Bill – girls and younger children in secure colleges, 
House of Commons Ping Pong 

The Criminal Justice and Courts Bill creates secure colleges as a new form of youth custody. These 
will be very large institutions (the pilot is 320 bed) in which the Government intended to detain girls 
and boys aged between 12 and 17. However, the House of Lords voted to exclude girls and younger 
children (under-15) from secure colleges. This amendment must remain part of the Bill because:  
 
Girls and younger children would be in a dangerously small minority in secure colleges:  

 In 2012/13, 95% of children in custody were male and 96% were aged 15-17.1 In a secure 
college, this would mean 16 girls and 13 younger children being incarcerated with 291 older boys. 

 This creates serious and unprecedented safeguarding risks. Being in such a small minority will be 
hugely intimidating and the regime will inevitably be designed around the majority’s needs.  

 Girls and younger children will not engage with education or interventions in this environment.  

 No impact assessment has been conducted to assess how the secure college plans will affect 
these groups. This has been criticised by the Joint Committee on Human Rights. 
 

Prison is not like a secondary school 

 Secondary schools contain a mix of ages and genders, but this does not make it safe to hold girls 
and under-15s in secure colleges. 

 Unlike secondary schools, the population of a secure college will be made up of the most troubled 
children in the country.  

 Girls and younger children would never be in such a tiny minority in a secondary school. Nor 
would they be in Secure Children’s Homes or Secure Training Centres – other forms of youth 
custody that hold a mix of children.  

 
Fencing them off is not the answer:  

 The Government plans for girls and younger children to be held in separate, fenced-off blocks of 
80 beds in the “pathfinder”. But this does not solve the problem.  

 Girls and younger children will still be in a minority in this fenced-off area– which is likely to feel 
confined and claustrophobic – and they will still have to move across the main site at times. 

 They will not be able to access the facilities on the main site for the vast majority of the time if 
they are fenced-off for their own protection. 

 There is no guarantee that future secure colleges would have separate areas for girls and 
younger children; this is not a requirement of the Bill. 

 
To hold girls and younger children in secure colleges goes against the evidence  

 Young Offender Institutions only hold boys over 15 because it is recognised that larger institutions 
are unsuitable for younger children and girls. Girls and under-15s are held in secure training 
centres or secure children’s homes which are smaller and have a higher staff to child ratio. 

 Youth custody has moved away from “split-sites” (where different groups are held separately on 
the same site): they are difficult to run, and require children to be locked up for longer periods, in 
order to prevent different groups from coming into contact with each other. 

 Experts oppose the plans: twenty-nine organisations wrote to The Telegraph2 opposing these 
plans (including the Royal College of Psychiatrists and the NSPCC); and women’s organisations 
have issued a statement opposing the inclusion of girls.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information contact: Anna Edmundson on aedmundson@crae.org.uk; Jen Chambers on jenny.chambers@howardleague.org; 
Mark Day on mark.day@prisonreformtrust.org.uk; or Anna Boehm on a.boehm@scyj.org.uk 

The contents of this document do not necessarily reflect the views of all member organisations of the SCYJ. 

                                                           
1
 Ministry of Justice, Youth custody report: August 2014. https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/youth-custody-data   
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 13

th
 October 2014, The Telegraph, “Warehousing children in massive prisons is wrong” 

Please vote to keep girls and younger children out of the secure college by agreeing to 
the Lords amendment to Clause 29: 

Page 29, line 36, at end insert— 
“No female, nor any male under the age of fifteen, may be placed in a secure college.” 
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